Some of TAP/Abbott’s Dirty Laundry and Other Assorted Details:

The below collection of odd news bits (assembled by Lynne Millican) is an incomplete pile of random notes from various sources about Abbott and TAP and lupron that was assembled well over a decade ago.  Nothing new has been added to these notes since approximately 2001, this is not comprehensive in any way, shape or form, and some links may no longer be operational - but I am posting this information anyway, as is, fyi.  
And in the years since this information was collected, TAP - as predicted below - “died”.  

--------------------------------
DRAFT - WORKPRODUCT in progress
Notes from Abbott Annual Reports:
1977 Annual Report: TAP becomes 50/50 joint venture of Takeda Chemical Industries and Abbott.
1978 Annual Report: Abbott retorts to Califano: "We all die anyway ...". Senator Kennedy visits Abbott, as does Washington State U. medical students. A "hormonal agent" with potential application in breast cancer is in human testing". EEO complaint re: gender discrimination at Abbott. Justice Department investigating possible antitrust violations with Abbott's pharmaceutical products, and "documentary material relating to agreements between [Abbott] and Takeda" were provided to the Justice Dept. IRS investigating.
1981 Annual Report:  Planner of clinical trials is President of the American Medical Women's Association. Report identifies that "political awareness programs [are] sponsored by Abbott Labs - Better Government Fund", PAC's. Report also notes it is "imperative that business take an active role in forming public opinion ... [and] a relationship with the press."
1982 Annual Report: TAP has 4 NDA's to be filed. Lupron under clinical trials at a number of medical institutions. Takeda spent more than $100 million in research, Abbott's R&D expenditures increased by 21% to $137 million in 1982.    IRS probe yielded around $183,000,000 for "adjustments" to 1970 through 1978.
1984 Annual Report: Significant grants made to hospitals in areas where Abbott Labs has plants. Gave $11 million cash contributions. Lupron awaiting FDA approval. Abbott's CEO/Chairman also President of Pharmaceutical Manufacturers Association, whose number one goal is to speed new drugs through the FDA. Report notes the "limited resource of FDA".
2000 Annual Report: On 2/7/00 Lena Gallagher sued Abbott and CEO "claiming they violated Sections 10(b) and 20(a) of the Securities and Exchange Act of 1934 by allegedly misrepresenting or omitting material information about the alleged regulatory noncompliance."
FDA and Federal Election Commission Warnings and Other Tidbits
In 1990, House Commerce committee Chairman John Dingell (D. Mich) investigated the lawsuits that were filed alleging Abbott "failed to warn the medical profession of SNP's [sodium nitroprusside] high toxicity and failed to give adequate instructions on its proper use." SNP at the time was used by an estimated 500,000 patients annually, and even within recommended dosages, "gives rise to important quantities of cyanide ion, which can reach toxic, potentially lethal levels." (Ingersoll, 1990)
1/17/90 FDA sent Notice of Adverse Findings to Abbott due to promotion of unapproved uses for an antihypertensive, requesting its sales force destroy promotional materials. According to the FDA, the offending claims included (among others) a lipid lowering claim: Abbott claimed that Hytrin "caused a significant reduction of total cholesterol and flow density lipoprotein and very low density lipoprotein J cholesterol". In the FDA's 1/17/90 notice, the "FDA reminded Abbott of communications with the agency in March and January 1989, and December 1988 regarding the lipid claim. At that time, FDA told the company that it would have to submit data" to make such a claim. FDA's January 1989 letter noted that none of lipid changes in the study cited by Abbott were clinically significant and may have been an artifact caused by hemodilution." More than four months after Abbotts pledge to discontinue such claims, the FDA wrote to Abbott: "Your firm's willingness to continue to promote this product in violation of the federal FD&C Act suggests that it did not negotiate with our office in good faith." (FDC Reports, 1/29/90)   1/17/90 - Abbott's promotional efforts for Hytrin was the subject of an Notice of Adverse Finding letter from the FDA relating to the promotion of unapproved uses for the drug, calling on Abbott to cease distribution of promotional materials. (FDC Reports, 4/2/90) Abbott acknowledged that its claims that the drug "maintains" sexual performance and hemodynamics "contradicted a previous agreement with FDA not to use the term 'maintains' without approval." Abbott said its use of the word "was unintentional and the result of 'inadequate proof-reading'". (FDC Reports, 3/12/90)
3/21/90 FDA sent letter of adverse findings to Takeda-Abbott regarding the "deliberate campaign to promote this product [lupron] for a wide range of unapproved uses" (FDC Reports, 4/2/90)

3/21/90 FDA sent Notice of Adverse Findings to TAP: FDA had contacted TAP previously in regard to the promotion of unapproved uses of this product. Rec'd industry complaints that firm has "undertaken a deliberate campaign to promote this product for a wide range of unapproved uses. (Misbranding under FD&C Act Sections 502(a)&(f).. (l) promotional campaign for Lupron has involved a large number of detail representative visits to obstetricians and gynecologists. Lupron's sole approved use, palliative treatment of advance prostatic cancer, is not within the usual range of activities undertaken by OB/GYN specialists. However, the unapproved uses of Lupron previously promoted by your firm would be within the usual practice of OB/GYN specialists. (2) independant sources verify numerous ob/gyn visits by your sales force, as well as specific efforts during those visits to promote administration of lupron for unapproved uses. (3) the business card of one of your firm's sales representatives stamped with the statements "lupron depot once a month GnRH Agonist" and "new treatment for endometriosis fibroids". Stapled to this card was a printed piece entitled Obstetrical & Gynecological Survey, dated May 1989. This piece constitutes promotional labeling for Lupron, based upon its dissemination by your firm's sales representatives. Your firm is not listed as having funded printing of this publication, but we must assume that TAP funded this publication on the basis of the journal's focus upon unapproved uses of GnRH agonists. In addition, an article by an employee of your firm discusses various dosage forms of Lupron available and under development at that time". ... under TAP's 'REACH' program, claims "that Lupron is safe and effective, and actively promote its administration in a range of indications for which Lupron is not approved and apparently has not been adequately demonstrated to be safe and effective" [as discussed during 12/12/89 meeting], the brochures do not acknowledge the potential for discovery of significant hazards or efficacy limitations as you continue to characterize Lupron's possible usefulness for these indications. They focus upon administration of Lupron for these unapproved uses to an excessive degree ... Your firm was involved in direct promotion of these unapproved uses to physicians at the time of our meeting, but elected not to inform us of such activities at that time. We have since been informed that your firm has continued to promote these unapproved uses to physicians on an ongoing basis. We request the following .... immediately suspend all.... (see FDA Notice of Adverse Findings, 3/21/90)
Series of adverse findings by the FDA issued November 3, 1989 regarding Abbott's release of seven product lots "despite evidence of high environmental particulate counts" (FDC, 12/11/89). And Rep. John Dingell’s House Energy and Commerce oversight subcommittee was looking at Abbott's response to the March 14, 1990 41-page FDA regulatory letter listing adverse findings (FDC Reports,  4/9/90).
11/9/90: Abbott, on advisement from the FDA, strengthened labeling that was "vague and incomplete" on its sodium nitroprusside (SNP) - as SNP "even within the range of recommended dose rates gives rise to important quantities of cyanide ion, which can reach toxic, potentially lethal levels ...[and] the maximum recommended dose can overwhelm the human body's ability to buffer the cyanide in SNP within one hour. Thereafter, the toxic effects of cyanide may be rapid, serious and even lethal." Stronger warnings about SNP had been sought by Public Citizen, and has been in use in medicine for decades. One medical estimate stated "as many as 1,000 open-heart surgery patients may die annually from cyanide poisoning." (Ingersoll, 1990)
6/5/92 Abbott was forced to recall Omniflox after 3 patients died (Montgomery, 1992).
1993: Lupron Depot-PED was approved in US for precocious puberty, having an orphan drug status (Scrip, 4/30/93). Orphan drug status allows the drug developer 7 years of exclusive license unless otherwise permitted by the sponsor, a 63% cost of clinical studies as a tax credit, and is eligible for FDA grants in support of the sponsor's research. (FDA Consumer, 1990)
A February & July 1994 inspection visit by the FDA uncovered "a wide range of flaws in Abbott Laboratories' quality assurance procedures" in its Chicago manufacturing plant. (Burton, 1995)
3/11/94 Federal Election Commission (FEC) wrote to Abbott Labs Better Government Fund, for monthly report 1/1/94 - 1/31/94: "It has come to the attention of the Federal Election Commission that your committee may be in violation of 2 U.S.C. 434(a) for failing to file the above referenced Report of Receipts and Disbursements. You were previously notified of the due date for this report. ..."
4/18/94 Crain's Chicago Business noted in an article entitled 'Under shiny veneer, tensions at Abbott', it is noted that Hank T. Pietraszek, president of TAP Pharmaceuticals Inc. had departed, among others at Abbott who left. It was also noted that "a number of former Abbott executives are directors of start-up companies ..." (Oloroso, 1994)
5/18/94 FEC wrote to Abbott Labs Better Government Fund, for monthly report 3/1/94 - 3/31/94: the FEC "review raised questions concerning certain information contained in the report(s) ... your report discloses a total of $3,358.33 in Contributions from Individuals. The sum of the entries itemized on Schedule A, however, indicates the total to be $3,046.90. ..."

6/9/94 FEC wrote to Abbott Labs Better Government Fund, for Quarterly Report (3/1/94 -3/31/94): "This letter is to inform you that as of June 8, 1994, the Commission has not received your response to our request for additional information, dated May 18, 1994. That notice requested information essential to full public disclosure of your federal election financial activity and to ensure compliance with provisions of the Federal Election Campaign Act. ..."
1995. TAP commits to conducting pharmacokinetic postmarketing studies for the indication of treatment of anemia caused by uterine fibroids in women who fail iron therapy (FDC Reports,
4/3/95)
8/4/95 FEC wrote to Abbott Labs Better Government Fund, for Quarterly Report (3/1/95 -3/31/95): "The review raised questions concerning information contained in the report(s) ... Your report discloses in-kind contributions made on behalf of federal candidates. The original payments for the goods and services have been itemized as operating expenditures ... For future reporting, it is recommended [to report figures elsewhere]. ... This method of reporting would clarify for the public record the total amount of contributions to federal candidates (including in-kind contributions) ..."
3/27/96 FEC wrote to Abbott Labs Better Government Fund, for monthly Report (2/1/96 -2/29/96): the FEC "review raised questions concerning certain information contained in the report(s). ... your report discloses a total of $4,097.21 in itemized contributions from individuals. The sum of the entries itemized on Schedule A, however, indicates the total to be $3,466.79. ..."
The Federal Trade Commission charged Abbott with "collusion and bid rigging" in the infant formula market (Montgomery, 1992). Abbott Laboratories agreed to pay $32.5 million to settle price-fixing allegations in 17 states (AP 5/25/96)
Abbott recalled 2.5 million faulty tests from Europe, Latin American and the Far East (Ranalli, 1996).
"In 1997, Takeda said it no longer wanted to give Abbott the right of first refusal to distribute Takeda's new drugs. ... TAP is at risk ... One estimate puts the value of Abbott's TAP stake at about $8 billion. Either way, "I see some decision being made for the future of TAP," says Mr. Traversa [an analyst with New York-based industry research firm Mehta Partners]. ... Abbott's new chairman and CEO, Miles D. White, says exiting the TAP partnership would be too difficult, but he declines to elaborate. ... Saburo Hamanaka, president of Takeda Pharamceuticals America Inc, in Lincolnshire, a newly formed division of the Japanese parent, says he was unaware of the Alza merger until he saw news accounts last week. He declined to comment about its impact on TAP." (Somasundaram, 1999) [Alza deal fell through due to anti-trust issues]
In late November 1998, the FDA ordered Abbott to suspend distribution of urokinase after inspections "turned up multiple problems" - urokinase (aka Abbokinase) is a product manufactured with neonatal human kidney cells . Two lots were contaminated with the hepatitis B virus or mycoplasma, and federal inspectors also faulted Abbott for failing to test 10 lots of urokinase for hepatitis C virus in 1997 and 1998. (Knox, 12/20/98)

FDA issued warning letters to Abbott demanding that they send out 'Dear Doctor' letters addressing inappropriate promotion of its anti-epileptic - the drug was tested on patients in which it was contraindicated (Scrip, 7/15/98)
Federal Election Commission writes to Abbott Labs Better Government Fund on 7/15/98 (ID No. C00040279) re: reports for 11/1/97 through 12/31/98, stating "Schedule B of your report discloses a contribution(s) which appears to exceed the limits set forth in the Act.   2 U.S.C. 441a(a) precludes a multicandidate committee and its affiliates from making a contribution to a candidate for federal office in excess of $5,000 per election."
'Former Hospital Druggist Sentenced in Theft' - director of pharmacy at Columbia-Presbyterian was sentenced to 1 year and a day for "stealing about $58,000 worth of cancer-fighting drugs and other prescription medicines and selling them for cash, Federal prosecutors said. Harry Morelli ... from 1985 to 1993" sold Prozac, Keflex , Adrimycin, "the fertility drug Fertinex and the anti-cancer drugs Lupron and Taxol. ... Judge Allen G. Schwartz of US District court in Manhattan ... Francis P. Karam, Morelli's lawyer said "... there was no system for signing out medicines". (Pristin, 1998)
12/7/98 Abbott Laboratories Better Government Fund sent to the Federal Election Commission an Amended Report of Receipts and Disbursements (ID No. C00040279) for the period 9/1/98 through 9/30/98 which "corrects certain inadvertent software errors ... Schedule A of the original reports suggests that two contributors, Duane Burnham and Paul Clark, contributed sums in excess of the $5,000 limit. Because Mr. Burnhams' contributions ceased at the $5,000 limit, the report incorrectly overstates his contribution. With respect to Mr. Clark, he indeed did contribute more than the $5,000 limit, but the excess already has been returned to him.
On 1/25/99 the FDA sent 'Dear Doctor' letters warning that Abbott's Abbokinase posed a risk of spreading infectious diseases - the product is made of kidney cells from "foreign newborns who were at risk of carrying infectious diseases, yet Abbott did not adequately test for infection." (AP 1/28/99)
3/1/2000:   Takeda Chemical Industries was convicted in the Federal Court of Canada Trial Division of conspiring to lessen competition in the sale of two bulk vitamins. The court imposed a fine of Cdn. $5.2 million. ... stemming from the investigations by the U.S. Dept of Justice in which it is alleged that bulk vitamin manufacturers and distributors including European and Japanese companies participated in international conspiracies." (Press Release, March 2000, Takeda Chemical Industries)
Commerce Committee investigates TAP's fraudulent Medicare billing schemes (website). 

The Office of Human Research Protection "has only 30 employees to watch the entire industry." (http://cbsnews.eom/now/story/0,1597,282816-412,00.shtml), and in an April 9, 2001 press briefing, FDA Office of Management and Systems Acting Senior Associate Commissioner Jeffrey Weber stated the number of FDA's inspections "represents about 2% of the 35,000 clinical sites that are out there." (FDC Reports, 4/11/01)
Marketing Strategies, etc.
The New Drug Buyer, 9/16/94: Headline: Lupron May Cut Hospitalization Costs for Endometriosis Surgery. ... company is hoping to demonstrate in hospitals that lupron depot may be so effective in shrinking endometrial fibroids that women can avoid major, costly surgery. "If the drug is approved by FDA, it would be a novel marketing scheme - trying to sell an expensive drug based on the fact that it cuts procedure costs - but one likely to appear more often.. TAP clinical people are visiting hospitals with an outcomes study done at Kaiser Permanente, hoping to show that Lupron (currently awaiting FDA approval for the indication) shrinks tumors so much that surgery for endometriosis - usually an open hysterectomy - can be done laparascopically. ... Mass General pharmacy director Harry DeMonaco says that he's not convinced yet. However, he's intrigued and says the hospital may undertake its own study of the hypothesis. Even though the drug costs $300 per dose, if the length of stay and overall care costs are reduced, "then it's worth it to the hospital to give it away," says DeMonaco, noting that the hospital's cost for the surgery run a minimum of $600 per day." 
"Abbott entered into a long-term exclusive distribution agreement with Physician Sales & Service, Inc. to distribute certain Abbott diagnostic products to certain portions of the physician market in the US. Sales of these products by Abbott to this segment of the US market were over $100 million in 1994. This agreement will allow Abbott to maintain a high level of service and support for customers in the physician office market." (PR Newswire, 4/10/95)  "Physician Sales & Service (A PSS/World Medical Company)" lists on its website the following products:  Lupron Depot 3.75 mg (PSS # 22232) and Lupron Depot 7.5 mg (PSS # 22233) (with "Vendor" as "Amerisource"). (www.mypss.com/mypass/catalog?mypss=catalog&cat=2194)

"Outcomes management, rather than disease management, describes the strategy of Abbott ... Abbott places principle reliance on the strength of the clinical data to make the company's case ... One example of Abbott's approach is the current management program for prostate disease. Abbott start with its market-leading prostate-specific antigen test and then adds pharmaceuticals such as Hytrin for benign prostatic hyperplasia, Lupron for prostate cancer, and cancer nutritional products from the Ross division. The company also offers screening programs for patients to assist diagnosis. Abbott has instituted its prostate disease management program in a number of institutions, including a particularly extensive program with the Voluntary Hospitals of America. . . . Outcomes studies are structured around diseases and treatment areas for which the current standard of care is incomplete. Cost-effectiveness and cost-benefit analyses represent the principal thrust of these inquiries. Quality-of-life studies are considered less important - which to some degree reflects the reception accorded such data by Abbott's principal managed care customers. ... The company therefore anticipates that close working relationships with managed care will be vital to progress towards more comprehensive treatment of disease and to linking medical, pharmaceutical, and diagnostic data so that managed care can see, for the first time, the full outcome of patient treatment from start to finish and can measure the value of different interventions and outcomes. In this light, disease management is a step between outcomes and the long-term goal of higher quality and more cost-effective health care." (Genesis Report, 1995)
"... Experience with maintaining profits in the hospital supply market has emerged as a positive skill for pharmaceutical managers in recent years. At the end of 1992, Abbott Chairman Duane Burnham made the case to the financial community that Abbott's history in the hospital supply business was good training for a period of pricing pressure in the pharmaceutical industry. ... Abbott is aggressively seeking public notice of its drug research, on Oct 12 [1994], it hosted a meeting with science writers at its Illinois headquarters. Abbott's entrant in the proton pump inhibitor class, Prevacid, received a favorable advisory committee review in December. ... TAP's first product, Lupron, was estimated by H&Q's Zisson to be heading for more than $600 mil. in sales in 1994.  ... Among the threats to Abbott growth in 1995 is a political challenge arising from the Republican Congress. ...[welfare/WIC/infant formula business]... Abbott has bundled its sales and earnings from the nutritional business with pharmaceuticals — a reporting practice that may have the effect of masking the high profitability of infant formulas from general public knowledge. About half of Abbott's U.S. infant formula sales move through the WIC program." (FDC Reports, 1/9/95)
4/25/96 Globe reports that Harvard University is charging Abbott Laboratories with "stealing the work of one of the 'fathers' of AIDS testing" and has sued to stop it. (Ranalli, 1996)
"The straw poll [of 300 primary care physicians during annual meeting of Primary Medicine Today] indicated that in the 1996 presidential election, an overwhelming number of physicians feel that the most important issue is recapturing control of the health care industry as it relates to their own personal delivery of care to their patients.  ... Tap will be conducting ongoing straw polls of the medical community throughout this election year. The polling is in conjunction with TAP's sponsorship of a series of breakfast forums on the 1996 presidential election campaign which will feature Marlin Fitzwater former press secretary for Presidents Ronald Reagan and George Bush. ... Fitzwater's speaking schedule, to date, is as follows [5 dates between 5/19 & 10/20 to American Gastroenterology Ass., San Fran, Pri-Med, Chicago; American Academy of Family Physicians, New Orleans; American Osteopathic Ass., Las Vegas; American College of Gastroenterology, Seattle] (Please note that straw polls will also be conducted at each of the above listed conventions). In addition to the speaking tour, Fitzwater will write a regular column in a TAP sponsored newsletter for bi-monthly distribution to gastroenterologists and primary care physicians. The newsletter will include the complete results of all straw polls conducted during the year, as well as updates on the 1996 presidential campaign and an analysis on how the outcome of the race could affect the medical community." (PR Newswire, 1996)
3/28/00 - in one of the largest antitrust settlements ever reached ($242 million), Takeda Chemical Industries was one of 7 defendants that pleaded guilty to U.S. criminal charges that they held secret annual meetings to divide world markets and fixed the prices of vitamins (Richwine, 2000)
Arthur Anderson has done Abbott Annual Reports.  Anderson recently fined for false audits (Almer, 2001)

""TAP will age and die," said Samuel D. Isaly, an analyst at New York-based OrbiMed Advisors who follows Takeda and Abbott. "Products inside TAP will lose their patents, and TAP will gradually become insignificant."" (Somasundaram, 1999)
 Recently, Geron partnered with Celera (Geron:  http://www.fool.com/news/2000/gern000815.htm), and a month later Takeda contracted with Celera (Celera:  http://www.fool.com/news/2000/cra000718.htm): "Geron works with the stuff of your biotech dreams: telomerase, human [embryonic] pluripotent stem cells, and nuclear transfer" (Geron).    Recall the chant of the merchants of menace: lupron results in more eggs! Geron "can lay claim to anything commercial that arises from embryonic stem cell research, whether it's privately or publicly funded. ... And it has rights to the bulk of embryonic stem cells available for research today ... About six [cell] lines are available in the United States, and the commercial rights to them are controlled by Geron and a non-profit company set up by the University of Wisconsin, which provides the cells to researchers for $5000." Geron has "exclusive licenses on embryonic stem cell patents ..." (Shadid, 2001)
May 2000 - "TAP Pharmaceutical Products Inc. announced on May 23rd that it is partnering with the American Gastroenterological Association to begin a research program known as the AGA-TAP Pharmaceuticals Gastroenterology Research Initiative. Through this initiative, TAP has committed a $1 million education grant to support several gastroenterological research-related programs."
Abbott Laboratories contributed to federal candidate (1999-2000) Mark Steven Kirk (R-IL) $10,000. (www.opensecrets.org/pacs/pacgot/2000/00040279.htm). Crain's reported 5/28/01 that "The Illinois congressional delegation plans to ask US Health and Human Services Secretary Tommy Thompson to intervene in the FDA upcoming inspection of Abbott Labs manufacturing facility in Lake County. US Rep. Mark Kirk, R-Wilmette, says the delegation is concerned that the agency is giving Abbott conflicting guidance on how to set quality standards at the diagnostics manufacturing facility. Abbott must pass the FDA inspection to resume production of certain diagnostic tests. ..." (www.chicagobusiness.com/cgi-bin/mag/article.pl?article_id=16462) @ www.opensecrets.org - Abbott Labs contributed $100,000 to the Bush Inaugural.
During the FDA's Endocrinologic and Metabolic Drugs Advisory Committee meeting of 4/22/99 regarding Takeda Pharmaceuticals NDA (21-073) for Actos, regarding the conflicts of interest -full waivers were given to Dr. Mark Molitch (Northwestern University Medical School Center for Endocrinology, Metabolism and Molecular Medicine), Dr. Henry Bone (Director, Michigan Bone and Mineral Clinic), and Dr. Saul Genuth (Division of Molecular and Clinical Endocrinology, Case Western Reserve University). ... Dr. Mark Molitch has past interests which do not constitute financial interests within the meaning of 18 USC 208(a), but which could create the appearance of a conflict..."
'Abbott boss vows corrections' - a former TAP researcher "said the company knowingly gave doctors discounts that he believed could be "construed as a kickback" under federal health care fraud laws". .... "The doctors were the whores, and a drug company served as their pimp," [Dr.] Weisberg said. "If you are not part of the solution, you are a part of the problem." (Jaspen, 2001)

TAP/Abbott  relationships:
the following information is from <www.cspinet.org/cgi-bin/integrity.cgi> under search of Abbott as well as TAP:
Abbott has had a consulting agreement with Jeffrey Drazen, M.D., Editor in chief of the New England Journal of Medicine (Wall Street Journal, May 12, 2000: B5); Alfred Harper, University of Wisconsin;
TAP has had a consulting agreement with Steven J. Czinn, Case Western Reserve University
Abbott has provided grants to George H. Lambert, M.D., director, Division of Pediatric Pharmacology and Toxicology, UMDNJ-Robert Wood Johnson Medical School. Associate professor
Abbott has supported research conducted by individuals out of the following Institutions: Oregon Health Sciences University (numerous), University of Utah Medicial Center, Ohio State University (several); University of Iowa (several), University of Pennsylvania School of Medicine, Geisinger Medical Center, PA; Pennsyvania State University (several); Mayo Clinic Medical School, University of Guelph, Ontario, National Board of Medical Examiners, Philadelphia; Georgia State University, Columbia University; John Hopkins University School of Medicine;
Abbott and TAP Pharmaceuticals had relationships that were either "sponsorship of research grants, consultant with, or on speakers' bureaus" with an individual at Case Western Reserve University.
TAP and Abbott have sponsored and/or contracted research conducted through Health Research Association (whose investigators are faculty members with University of Southern California School of Medicine), http://cwis.usc.edu/hsc/research/hra/sponsor.html
Abbott Laboratories provided a Continuing Medical Education Grant to the Intravenous Nurses Society (On Call, August 2000, p.7)
per search of CenterWatch Clinical Research Center (www.centerwatch.com): TAP is mentioned at 123 research sites, i.e., TAP and Abbott has sponsored research with Physicians Research Group (Indianapolis) (centerwatch.com)(accessed 7/2001)
Government Sponsored studies:
NCI-sponsored, NCI cooperative group program. Phase III Randomized Comparison of Leuprolide/Flutamide vs. Leuprolide Alone in Previously Untreated Patients with Stage D2 Adenocarcinoma of the Prostate (summary last modified 7/97). Protocol Ids: SWOG-8494, INT-0036. Principle Organizations/Investigators: CA Coltman, Southwest Oncology Group; GP Murphy, National Prostate Cancer Treatment Group, TL Phillips, Northern California Cancer Center; CG Moertel, North Central Cancer Treatment Group; AD Ahlgren, Mid-Atlantic Oncology Program.
NIH. Protocol No. 90-M-0088. The Treatment of menstrually-Related Mood Disorders with the GnRH Agonist, Depot Leuprolide Acetate, http://clinicalstudies.info.nih.gov
NIH.   Protocol No. 92-M-0174. The Central Nervous System Effects of Pharmacologically Induced Hypogonadotropic Hypogonadism with and without Estrogen and Progesterone Replacement.
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