Part 2:

A transcription is pending as my machine broke. What follows is a summary of Part 2 fyi.

FOX 25 TV News (Boston)

Title: “Dangers of Lupron”

Air Date: November, 29, 1999

The story begins with a woman in shadow, who was “too afraid to show her face”, who also was a member of the medical community, and was recommended lupron by her doctor. FOX 25 TV News story on lupron in May brought the risks of lupron to her attention, and she thanked the station - “the story changed [her] mind”.

There was a review of Linda DeBenedictis' compromised health due to lack of knowledge about the risks of lupron, and her development of weight gain, fatigue, and complete baldness after lupron.

FOX 25 TV News reported having received many calls to the newsroom asking for more information after their first story, and FOX referred the callers to the National Lupron Victims Network (NLVN). The NLVN also reported receiving many Boston area phone calls after the story.  It was noted that there were more than 400 adverse events reported to the FDA for women who’ve taken lupron.

The NLVN website was prominently displayed, with close-up shots of the adverse event page online. 

The problem of the lack of answers was addressed.

Mention was made of TAP’s deliberate campaign to promote lupron off-label, and it was reported that a grand jury had convened to investigate the marketing of lupron, which TAP was cooperating with.

Senator Ted Kennedy was interviewed, reported he “wants changes”, and called FOX 25's report on lupron “troubling”. Sen. Kennedy provided the following statement: “Promotion of potentially risky off-label uses of products by manufacturers is illegal and unethical. ... In this Congress, we are considering ways to improve the FDA's system for dealing with adverse drug effects.”

At the close of the story, the woman in shadow talked about how people need more information than what is in the package insert, and the federal government should look into the problem.

