Transcript (excerpts) of NBC News DATELINE show ‘The Painful Truth’ 
Air date:  January 2, 2000

DATELINE’s ‘The Painful Truth’ explored the complaints of several women suffering from endometriosis who had been prescribed lupron.  Both the FDA and TAP “declined” an on-camera interview with DATELINE for this story. 

“Nonexclusive permission to publish and reprint up to 250 words of this transcript for the purposes of reference, discussion or reviews” is granted by Burrelle’s, and therefore the below represents a few pertinent excerpts from Dateline’s 1/2/00 show (Transcript Number 1048).  The entire transcript can be obtained by requesting a copy from Burrelle’s Information Services, Box 7, Livingston, NJ 07039.

***********

NBC DATELINE :  ‘The Painful Truth’, January 2, 2000

Maria Shriver:  It’s a choice that tens of thousands of women make every year. … they’re taking a drug that has a profound effect on their bodies.  Now, more and more patients are saying they are also taking a chance, and they’re asking, is the treatment worse than the disease?  …
Sara James:  (Voiceover [with Tamara Sykes and daughter playing in background]):  … Listen to this infomercial, paid for by … TAP Pharmaceuticals, about Lupron.

(From Infomercial): There are choices to be made that can change the course of the condition and even perhaps make miracles possible.

Sara James (Voiceover):  Last year, 125,000 women tried the drug.

Sara James:  But as DATELINE learned in a year-long investigation, while Lupron provides temporary relief for some women, others claim the drug can be worse than the disease, and say they should have been given more information before taking medicine that’s a treatment, not a cure. …

Ms. Sykes:  The brain pain, the joint pain, set in, and after just like a couple injections I couldn’t get out of bed in the morning. …

Unidentified Woman #1:  … they said ‘… we have to stop your heart rate.  It’s way too fast. …

Unidentified Woman #2:  I got ... suicidal depressed.

Sara James: … she suffered [a] grand-mal seizure, and believes Lupron was responsible.  … they endured problems such as blinding migraines, hair falling out in clumps, joint pain so severe … But when they questioned their doctors … their concerns were dismissed. …
Sara James:  … [Dr. Gerson Weiss] says Lupron is a drug of last resort. … TAP maintains [side effects] usually disappear when a woman stops taking the drug. … These women say … they still experience symptoms ...long after their last shot of Lupron. …
[closing statement] Maria Shriver:  … [Lupron] is also widely and routinely used for women going through fertility treatments.”  

