In the fall of 1998, I (Lynne Millican) heard a radio announcement that FOX 25 TV News in Boston was to air a story at 11 pm that night on egg donors. I called the FOX TV station and explained the use of lupron in egg donation and IVF (and endometriosis, etc.), the dangers of lupron, FDA Notice of Adverse Findings, the many victims, my lawsuit, etc. They asked me to come that day with the documentation I spoke of, and in the middle of a wild rainstorm I went to the TV station and met with the producer, Tory Ryden, and assistant producer, Kristen Satera. They were very interested in the 20-pound bag of documentation I brought, and I spent about an hour with them explaining numerous issues, and they made copies of FDA and medical documentation. That night, at the end of their egg donation story, Tory concluded with: “But some drugs, such as lupron, may do more harm than good.” 

This was the first time these words had ever been publicly spoken! 

Tory and Kristen assured me they would investigate lupron, and would do a story. And in 1999 they did do an investigation, with a resultant 2-part story – the first 2 investigative TV news stories on lupron. My hopes were very high that the truth about the risks of lupron would become well known and the end of lupron was near. 

Now an entire 12 years have passed.  How many victims have accumulated since 1999? How many more victims will it take for the FDA – somebody ... anybody - to do something?!

Below please find a summary of Part 2 of FOX 25's story on Lupron.

Part 2:

FOX 25 TV News (Boston)

Title: “Dangers of Lupron”

Air Date: November, 29, 1999

The story begins with a woman in shadow, who was “too afraid to show her face”, who also was a member of “the medical community”, and was recommended lupron by her doctor.  FOX 25 TV News story on lupron in May brought the risks of lupron to her attention, and she thanked the station - “the story changed [her] mind” about taking lupron.
There was a review of Linda DeBenedictis' compromised health due to lack of knowledge about the risks of lupron, and Linda’s development of weight gain, fatigue, and complete baldness after lupron.

After airing Part 1 of their lupron investigation story in May, FOX 25 TV News reported having received many calls to the newsroom asking for more information, and FOX referred the callers to the National Lupron Victims Network (NLVN). The NLVN also reported receiving many Boston area phone calls after the story.  It was noted, according to latest available reports, that there were more than 400 adverse events reported to the FDA for women who’ve taken lupron.

The NLVN website was prominently displayed, with close-up shots of the online adverse event page. 

The problem of the lack of answers to important questions was addressed.

Mention was made of TAP’s deliberate campaign to promote lupron off-label, and it was reported that a grand jury had convened to investigate the marketing of lupron, which TAP was cooperating with.

Senator Ted Kennedy was interviewed, and reported he “wants changes”, and called FOX 25's report on lupron “troubling”. Sen. Kennedy provided the following statement: “Promotion of potentially risky off-label uses of products by manufacturers is illegal and unethical. ... In this Congress, we are considering ways to improve the FDA's system for dealing with adverse drug effects.”

At the close of the story, the woman in shadow talked about how people need more information than what is in the package insert, and the federal government should look into the problem.

